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HELL

M u l t i t u d e s o f p e o p l e h o n e s t l y b e l i e v e t h a t w h e n t h e y d i e t h e y w i l l e i t h e r g o s t r a i g h t
u p t o h e a v e n i f t h e y w e r e b a s i c a l l y g o o d i n l i f e , o r s t r a i g h t d o w n t o h e l l i f t h e y w e r e b a d .
H e l l i s b e l i e v e d t o b e a p l a c e o f f i e r y e v e r l a s t i n g t o r t u r e w h e r e i t s u n f o r t u n a t e v i c t i m s a r e
d o o m e d t o b u r n , b u t w i l l n e v e r d i e o r b e c o n s u m e d , a n d s o w i l l s u f f e r i n t e n s e a g o n y f o r
eternity.

B u t i s t h i s i d e a o f e t e r n a l t o r t u r e f o r t h e w i c k e d i n h e l l a c t u a l l y t a u g h t i n t h e B i b l e ?
If not, where did it originate? Let us examine these questions and see what we find.

T h e w o r d “ h e l l ” i t s e l f i s o f A n g l o - S a x o n o r i g i n , a n d b e f o r e i t w a s u s e d i n E n g l i s h
t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e , i t s i m p l y m e a n t “ t o c o v e r , t o c o n c e a l ” ( T h e A m e r i c a n H e r i t a g e
D i c t i o n a r y o f t h e E n g l i s h L a n g u a g e , u n d e r w o r d “ h e l l ” ) . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e a c t o f b u r y i n g
p o t a t o e s i n a p i t d u g i n t h e g r o u n d t o p r o t e c t t h e m t h r o u g h t h e w i n t e r w a s c a l l i n g
“ h e l l i n g ” t h e p o t a t o e s , b u t h e l l i n g t h e s e p o t a t o e s d i d n ’ t m e a n t h e y w e r e r o a s t e d o v e r a
f i r e . P u t t i n g a t h a t c h r o o f o n a h o u s e w a s c a l l e d “ h e l l i n g ” t h e h o u s e , b u t i t d i d n ’ t m e a n
that the house was set on fire. So then exactly what does the word “hell” mean?

I n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t t h e r e i s o n l y o n e w o r d t h a t i s t r a n s l a t e d a s “ h e l l ” i n t h e K i n g
J a m e s V e r s i o n o f t h e E n g l i s h B i b l e . T h a t w o r d i s “ s h e o l ” ( # 7 5 8 5 i n S t r o n g ’ s E x h a u s t i v e
H e b r e w C o n c o r d a n c e ) , a n d i t t r a n s l a t e s a n d m e a n s “ h a d e s o r t h e w o r l d o f t h e d e a d
l o c a t e d i n a s u b t e r r a n e a n r e t r e a t , g r a v e , h e l l , p i t ” . T h i s w o r d a p p e a r s i n t h e O l d
T e s t a m e n t a t o t a l o f s i x t y - s e v e n t i m e s . I t i s t r a n s l a t e d a s “ h e l l ” t h i r t y - o n e t i m e s , “ p i t ”
three times, and the remaining thirty-three times as the “grave”.

Y o u w i l l n o t i c e t h a t a l l t h e s e m e a n i n g s f o r “ s h e o l ” r e f e r t o b e i n g u n d e r g r o u n d . A
s u b t e r r a n e a n r e t r e a t f o r t h e d e a d , g r a v e , h e l l , p i t , a l l i n d i c a t e b e i n g c o n c e a l e d u n d e r t h e
s u r f a c e o f t h e e a r t h . S o t h e r e i s n o t h i n g B i b l i c a l l y w r o n g w i t h u s i n g t h e w o r d “ h e l l ” , a s
long as its meaning is understood to simply mean being concealed underground.

A s t h i s i s t r u e , t h e n w h e r e d i d t h i s i d e a o f h e l l m e a n i n g s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n j u s t
b e i n g c o v e r e d o v e r a n d c o n c e a l e d u n d e r g r o u n d o r i g i n a t e f r o m ? T o f i n d t h e a n s w e r , w e
h a v e t o g o w a y b a c k i n t o h i s t o r y t o t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e f i r s t c i v i l i z a t i o n o f t h e e a r t h j u s t
a f t e r t h e f l o o d , o r t o t h e p l a i n s o f S h i n a r o r B a b y l o n , w i t h i t s t o w e r o f B a b e l ( s e e G e n e s i s
10:6-10, 11:1-9).



Babylonian Idea of Hell

T h e B a b y l o n i a n s b e l i e v e d t h a t a p e r s o n w a s m a d e u p o f a b o d y a n d a n i m m o r t a l
s p i r i t , a n d t h a t w h e n t h e y d i e d , t h e i r s p i r i t w o u l d e n t e r t h e “ N e t h e r w o r l d ” o r
“Underwor ld” , or in other words “Hel l ” , as a ghost or a shade (Epic of Gilgamesh, tablet XII, col

1, Line 70, at http://looklex.com/textarchive/mesopotamia/gilgamesh12.htm, accessed 12-11-11). They believed
t h a t t h e p l a c e o f H e l l i t s e l f w a s l o c a t e d w i t h i n “ a g r e a t c a v e r n ” d e e p w i t h i n t h e e a r t h
(Books on Egypt and Chaldea, Volume IV, titled Babylonian Religion and Mythology, p 35, by Leonard William King,
p u b l i s h e d b y K e g a n P a u l , T r e n c h , T r u b n e r & C o . , L t d . , L o n d o n , 1 8 9 9 , a t
http://www.archive.org/details/babylonianrelig00kinguoft, accessed 1-18-12).

H e l l w a s t h o u g h t b y t h e m t o b e “ t h e l a n d o f d a r k n e s s ” , “ t h e h o u s e o f s h a d o w s ” (Descen t
of the Goddess Ishtar Into the Lower World, taken from The Civilization of Babylonia and Assyria, by M. Jastrow, 1915,
http://www.sacred-texts.com/ane/ishtar.htm, accessed 12-14-11), and “a place full of horrors” (The Religion

of Babylonia and Assyria, p 581, by Morris Jastrow, Jr., Boston, 1898).
T h e B a b y l o n i a n s a l s o b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e U n d e r w o r l d o f H e l l w a s r u l e d o v e r b y a

p a n t h e o n o f g o d s o f t h e d e a d , t h e t w o h i g h e s t b e i n g t h e m a l e g o d N e r g a l , a n d h i s c o -
ruling wife, who could be very brutal (Examining the Afterlife in Early Babylonian and Assyrian Religions,
p 2, by Paula Marie Staunton, 2007, at http://www.helium.com/items/378814-examining-the-afterlife-in-early-babylonian-
and-assyr ian-rel ig ions, accessed 12-3-11) , w a s t h e g o d d e s s E r e s h k i g a l , w h o w a s a l s o k n o w n a s
Allatu (Examining the Afterlife in Early Babylonian and Assyrian Religions, p 1, by Paula Marie Staunton, 2007, at
http://www.helium.com/items/378814-examining-the-afterlife-in-early-babylonian-and-assyrian-religions, accessed 12-3-
11; and Wikipedia, online Encyclopedia, under word Nergal, at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nergal, accessed 2-1-12).

N e r g a l w a s k n o w n a s t h e " r a g i n g k i n g " , t h e " f u r i o u s o n e " , a n d h e w a s a l s o t h e g o d
who presided over and controlled fire (Wikipedia, online Encyclopedia, List of War Deities section, under

word Mesopotamia, at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_war_deities). As such, Nergal was known as
"the burner" (Wikipedia, online Encyclopedia, under word Nergal, at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nergal, accessed

2-1-12). So Nergal, this “fiery god of destruction” (Wikipedia, online Encyclopedia, under word Nergal,

at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nergal, accessed 2-1-12), this furious and raging king, was the god who
r u l e d o v e r a l l t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e d e a d w i t h i n t h i s H e l l , a n d s o i f a n y o f t h e d e a d
s h o u l d h a p p e n t o g e t o n t h e w r o n g s i d e o f “ t h e b u r n e r ” t h e n t h e y w o u l d o b v i o u s l y f e e l
his hot fiery displeasure.

T h e s e t w o g o d s o f t h e d e a d a l s o h a d h e l p e r s , w h i c h i n c l u d e d b o t h “ m a l e a n d f e m a l e
demons” who were depicted as bird-l ike beings (Myths of Babylonia and Assyria, Chapter IV titled
“Demons, Fairies, and Ghosts, p 65, by Donald A. MacKenzie, 1915, at http://www.sacred-
texts.com/ane/mba/mba10.htm, accessed 12-3-11) . T h e s e g o d s a n d d e m o n s w e r e o b v i o u s l y n o t
f r i e n d l y t o t h e i r d e a d s u b j e c t s , b u t c o u l d “ b r u t a l l y a n d s a d i s t i c a l l y ” a s s a u l t a n d t o r t u r e
them at will (Examining the Afterlife in Early Babylonian and Assyrian Religions, p 2, by Paula Marie Staunton,
2007, at http://www.helium.com/items/378814-examining-the-afterlife-in-early-babylonian-and-assyrian-religions,
accessed 12-3-11).

S o t h e B a b y l o n i a n s , w h o s e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s b e g a n a l o n g w i t h t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e
t o w e r o f B a b e l j u s t a f t e r t h e f l o o d , b e l i e v e d t h a t w h e n a p e r s o n d i e d , t h e y d i d n o t s i m p l y
r e s t i n t h e g r a v e , b u t t h e i r i m m o r t a l s p i r i t w e n t d o w n t o H e l l . H e l l t o t h e m w a s a p l a c e
o f d a r k n e s s , s h a d o w s , h o r r o r ; a p l a c e w h i c h w a s r u l e d o v e r b y t h e g o d o f f i r e a n d
d e s t r u c t i o n a n d h i s b r u t a l w i f e ; a n d w a s a p l a c e w h e r e h i d e o u s l o o k i n g d e m o n s c o u l d
sadistically assault and torture the living dead at any time.

A f t e r t h e e v e n t s a t t o w e r o f B a b e l , t h i s B a b y l o n i a n c o n c e p t o f H e l l w a s s p r e a d i n t o
a l l p o r t i o n s o f t h e w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g i n t o E g y p t , I n d i a , A r a b i a , t h e A m e r i c a s , e t c . , a n d w a s
t a u g h t i n a l l l a n g u a g e s , t h u s b e c o m i n g t h e c o m m o n f o u n d a t i o n a l b e l i e f o f a l l w h o c h o s e
not to follow the God of heaven.

T h i s c o m m o n b e l i e f i n H e l l a n d t h e i m m o r t a l i t y o f t h e s o u l r e m a i n e d l a r g e l y l i m i t e d
t o a l l t h e s e p a g a n c i v i l i z a t i o n s f o r s o m e 2 0 0 0 y e a r s , u n t i l i t g r a d u a l l y b e g a n t o c r e e p i n t o
t h e b e l i e f s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a b o u t 1 7 0 y e a r s a f t e r t h e b i r t h o f C h r i s t ( P r o o f : " [ W ] e
[ C h r i s t i a n s ] a r e p e r s u a d e d t h a t w h e n w e a r e r e m o v e d f r o m t h i s p r e s e n t l i f e w e s h a l l l i v e



a n o t h e r l i f e , b e t t e r t h a n t h e p r e s e n t o n e . . . . T h e n w e s h a l l a b i d e n e a r G o d a n d w i t h G o d ,
c h a n g e l e s s a n d f r e e f r o m s u f f e r i n g i n t h e s o u l . . . o r i f w e f a l l w i t h t h e r e s t [ o f m a n k i n d ] ,
a w o r s e o n e a n d i n f i r e ; f o r G o d h a s n o t m a d e u s a s s h e e p o r b e a s t s o f b u r d e n , a m e r e
i n c i d e n t a l w o r k , t h a t w e s h o u l d p e r i s h a n d b e a n n i h i l a t e d . " P l e a f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n s , p 3 1 ,
by St Athenagoras – early church father, about 177 A.D.).

A t f i r s t , t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c c h u r c h t r i e d t o s t a m p o u t a l l p a g a n i s t i c b e l i e f s a n d
p r a c t i c e s , b u t f o u n d t h a t i t w a s a n e v e r e n d i n g b a t t l e . S o t h e c h u r c h c h a n g e d h e r
s t r a t e g y a g a i n s t t h e p a g a n s , d e c i d e d t o a d o p t c e r t a i n o f t h e i r p a g a n i s t i c b e l i e f s , a n d
then blended these in with the Christian faith – which corrupted it.

" T h e [ C a t h o l i c ] C h u r c h t o o k t h e p a g a n p h i l o s o p h y a n d m a d e i t t h e b u c k l e r o f f a i t h
a g a i n s t t h e h e a t h e n . ” P a s c h a l e G a u d i u m a r t i c l e , b y W i l l i a m L . G i l d e a , p u b l i s h e d i n T h e
Catholic World (a Roman Catholic weekly magazine), vol 58, March, 1894, p 809.

O n e o f t h e p a g a n d o c t r i n e s w h i c h t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a d o p t e d a n d m i x e d w i t h t h e
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h w a s t h i s B a b y l o n i a n f o u n d a t i o n a l b e l i e f a b o u t H e l l b e i n g p o p u l a t e d w i t h
the immortal spirits of the dead.

" T h e t e a c h i n g o f t h e C h u r c h a f f i r m s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f h e l l a n d i t s e t e r n i t y . I m m e d i a t e l y
a f t e r d e a t h t h e s o u l s o f t h o s e w h o d i e i n a s t a t e o f m o r t a l s i n d e s c e n d i n t o h e l l , w h e r e
t h e y s u f f e r t h e p u n i s h m e n t s o f h e l l , ‘ e t e r n a l f i r e . ’ " C a t e c h i s m o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ,
A r t i c l e 1 2 , # 1 0 3 5 , a t h t t p : / / o l d . u s c c b . o r g / c a t e c h i s m / t e x t / p t 1 s e c t 2 c h p t 3 a r t 1 2 . s h t m l ,
accessed 2-2-12).

A n d t h i s h a s b e e n t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ’ s b e l i e f f o r s o m e 1 7 0 0 y e a r s n o w , a n d a l l t h e
e a r l y c h u r c h c o u n c i l s a n d s y n o d s c o n f i r m e d a n d r e a f f i r m e d t h i s b e l i e f i n H e l l ! P o p e
J o h n P a u l I I h i m s e l f s t a t e d : " I n p o i n t o f f a c t , t h e a n c i e n t [ c h u r c h ] c o u n c i l s r e j e c t e d t h e
t h e o r y . . . w h i c h i n d i r e c t l y a b o l i s h e d h e l l . . . . I s n o t H e l l i n a c e r t a i n s e n s e t h e u l t i m a t e
s a f e g u a r d o f m a n ’ s m o r a l c o n s c i e n c e ? ” C r o s s i n g t h e T h r e s h o l d o f H o p e , p 1 8 5 - 1 8 6 , b y
Pope John Paul II, Knopf Publisher, Canada, 1994.

A s t h e o r i g i n a l p u r i t y o f t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h h a d b e e n c o m p r o m i s e d w i t h t h i s a n d o t h e r
B a b y l o n i a n d o c t r i n e s , t h i s a l l o w e d p a g a n s t o e s s e n t i a l l y k e e p t h e i r s a m e p a g a n b e l i e f s ,
a n d s t i l l b e a b l e t o u n i t e w i t h t h e C a t h o l i c c h u r c h i n o r d e r t o a v o i d b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d .
T h u s t h e y e s s e n t i a l l y r e m a i n e d p a g a n s , w h i l e b e i n g m e m b e r s o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c
C h u r c h ! A n d w i t h t h i s c o m p r o m i s e o f f a i t h a n d r e s u l t i n g a p o s t a s y c o m p l e t e , t h e
Catholic Church itself saw a dramatic increase in her popularity and membership.

T h e n i n F e b r u a r y o f 3 8 0 A D , t h e R o m a n e m p e r o r T h e o d o s i u s t h e G r e a t “ i s s u e d a
d e c r e e . . . i n f a v o r o f t h e f a i t h o f S t . P e t e r a n d P o p e D a m a s u s o f R o m e . . . t o b e t h e t r u e
c a t h o l i c f a i t h ” ( E n c y c l o p a e d i a B r i t a n n i c a , v o l 2 3 , p 2 5 9 , u n d e r T h e o d o s i u s , e d i t o r
T h o m a n S p e n c e r B a y n e s , C . S c r i b n e r ' s s o n s p u b l i s h e r s , 1 8 8 8 ) . O n c e t h e f a i t h o f t h e
P o p e o f R o m e w a s d e c l a r e d t o b e t h e t r u e c a t h o l i c f a i t h , h e t h u s b e c a m e t h e g u a r d i a n
o f t h i s o n e t r u e f a i t h , a n d a l l r i v a l s h a d t o c a p i t u l a t e t o h i s a u t h o r i t y . A n d a f t e r o b t a i n i n g
c o n t r o l o v e r a l l t h e m a j o r n a t i o n s o f E u r o p e b y 5 3 8 A . D . , t h i s C a t h o l i c f a i t h w a s t h e o n l y
s t a t e a p p r o v e d r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f t h r o u g h o u t a l l o f C h r i s t e n d o m f o r n e a r l y t h e n e x t 1 2 0 0
y e a r s ! S o b y t h e t i m e t h a t t h e B i b l e b e g a n t o b e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h , b e g i n n i n g
a r o u n d t h e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h i s p a g a n - p a p a l - B a b y l o n i a n i d e a o f H e l l b e i n g a n
u n d e r g r o u n d p l a c e o f t o r m e n t f o r t h e i m m o r t a l w i c k e d d e a d , h a d b e c o m e u n i v e r s a l l y
a c c e p t e d b y a l m o s t a l l C h r i s t i a n i t y . S o n o w y o u c a n u n d e r s t a n d w h y t h e t r a n s l a t o r s o f
t h e B i b l e i n t o E n g l i s h w o u l d u s e t h i s w o r d “ H e l l ” i n 3 1 o f t h e s e 6 7 v e r s e s w h i c h h a d t h e
Hebrew word sheol.

B u t i f “ s h e o l ” r e a l l y d i d i n d e e d m e a n t h e c o m m o n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f H e l l b e i n g t h e
p l a c e o f e t e r n a l t o r m e n t , t h e n w h y d i d t h e s e s a m e t r a n s l a t o r s c h a n g e t h e i r m i n d a n d i n
t h e o t h e r 3 6 v e r s e s u s e t h e w o r d s “ g r a v e ” o r “ p i t ” i n s t e a d , w h i c h o b v i o u s l y m e a n t



s o m e t h i n g c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t i n t h e m i n d s o f t h e p e o p l e ? T h i s i n c o n s i s t e n c y d o e s n ’ t
m a k e a n y s e n s e , a n d h a s o b v i o u s l y a d d e d t o t h e c o n f u s i o n e x i s t i n g i n t h e p u b l i c m i n d
regarding the real condition of those who have died.

O n e o f t h e r e a s o n s w h y t h e s e B i b l e t r a n s l a t o r s d i d n o t u s e t h e w o r d “ H e l l ” i n e v e r y
i n s t a n c e o f t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e H e b r e w w o r d “ s h e o l ” i s b e c a u s e t h e y f o u n d i t i m p o s s i b l e
t o d o s o . F o r i f t h e y d i d , t h e y w o u l d h a v e p u t s o m e o f t h e m o s t f a i t h f u l s e r v a n t s o f G o d
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e B i b l e w h o h a d d i e d i n t o a p l a c e o f e t e r n a l t o r m e n t . S o t h e y j u s t
switched back and forth from the word Hell to grave as suited their purpose best.

F o r e x a m p l e , t h e v e r y f i r s t t i m e t h e w o r d “ s h e o l ” a p p e a r s i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i t i s
u s e d b y t h e g o o d p a t r i a r c h J a c o b . H e s u p p o s e d t h a t h i s b e l o v e d s o n J o s e p h h a d b e e n
s l a i n b y w i l d b e a s t s , a n d w a s b r o k e n - h e a r t e d a n d d e v a s t a t e d o v e r h i s g r e a t l o s s .
M o u r n i n g f o r J o s e p h h e s a i d , “ I w i l l g o d o w n i n t o s h e o l u n t o m y s o n m o u r n i n g ” ( G e n e s i s
3 7 : 3 5 ) . I n t h i s t e x t t h e t r a n s l a t o r s h a v e g i v e n u s t h e w o r d “ g r a v e , ” f o r o t h e r w i s e i t w o u l d
h a v e r e v e a l e d t h a t J a c o b b e l i e v e d J o s e p h w a s i n H e l l , a n d t h a t h e e x p e c t e d t o g o t h e r e
h i m s e l f w h e n h e d i e d . S o w i t h t h e p a g a n - p a p a l - B a b y l o n i a n m e a n i n g o f e t e r n a l t o r t u r e
b e i n g a t t a c h e d t o t h e w o r d H e l l , t h i s w o u l d h a v e b e e n t o o m u c h f o r t h e a v e r a g e r e a d e r
to accept, and so the translators instead used the word grave.

T h e p r o p h e t J o b p r a y e d t o g o t o “ s h e o l ” , b u t i n t r a n s l a t i n g t h i s p r a y e r t h e t r a n s l a t o r s
g a v e u s t h e w o r d “ g r a v e ” i n s t e a d ( J o b 1 4 : 1 3 ) . J o b h a d b e e n g o i n g t h r o u g h m u c h
h a r d s h i p a n d s u f f e r i n g . I t h a d g o t t e n t o t h e p o i n t w h e r e h e f e l t h e c o u l d n ’ t e n d u r e l i f e
a n y l o n g e r , a n d s o h e a s k e d G o d t o l e t h i m g o t o “ s h e o l ” w h e r e h e k n e w h e w o u l d b e
a t r e s t ( J o b 3 : 1 7 - 1 9 ) . H a d t h e t r a n s l a t o r s g i v e n u s t h e w o r d “ H e l l ” i n t h i s i n s t a n c e ,
r e a d e r s o f t h e B i b l e w o u l d h a v e s o o n l e a r n e d t h a t t h e h e l l o f t h e B i b l e i s n o t a p l a c e o f
e t e r n a l t o r m e n t , b u t i s j u s t t h e g r a v e w h e r e t h e d e a d r e s t . T h i s i s b e c a u s e t h e y w o u l d
o b v i o u s l y k n o w t h a t J o b d i d n o t a s k t o g o t o a p l a c e w h e r e h i s s u f f e r i n g w o u l d b e
i n c r e a s e d , a n d w h e r e i t w o u l d e v e n l a s t f o r e v e r , b u t t o i n s t e a d h a v e h i s m i s e r y c o m e
to an end when he would die, and be buried to rest in the grave.

A n o t h e r O l d T e s t a m e n t p r o p h e t d e f i n e s “ s h e o l ” f o r u s i n n o u n c e r t a i n w o r d s , s t a t i n g ,
“ W h a t s o e v e r t h y h a n d f i n d e t h t o d o , d o i t w i t h t h e y m i g h t ; f o r t h e r e i s n o w o r k , n o r
d e v i c e , n o r k n o w l e d g e , n o w w i s d o m , i n s h e o l , w h i t h e r t h o u g o e s t ” ( E c c l e s i a s t e s 9 : 1 0 ) .
W h a t a w o n d e r f u l r e v e l a t i o n o f t r u t h t h i s t e x t w o u l d h a v e b e e n h a d t h e t r a n s l a t o r s h e r e
h a v e u s e d t h e w o r d “ H e l l ” t o t r a n s l a t e “ s h e o l ” , i n s t e a d o f u s i n g t h e w o r d “ g r a v e ” , a s t h e y
d i d ! I t w o u l d h a v e u n d e r m i n e d t h e w h o l e p a g a n - p a p a l - B a b y l o n i a n m e a n i n g a t t a c h e d
t o t h e w o r d “ h e l l ” , a n d t h u s w o u l d h a v e w o r k e d t o r e s t o r e t h e t r u e B i b l i c a l m e a n i n g o f
the word!

T h e p o i n t t o r e a l i z e i s t h a t “ s h e o l ” i s t h e o n l y “ h e l l ” o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , t h e o n l y
“ h e l l ” t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f G o d w e r e t o l d a b o u t t h r o u g h o u t a p e r i o d o f s o m e 4 , 0 0 0 y e a r s
u n t i l t h e b i r t h o f C h r i s t . A n d w h a t k i n d o f p l a c e w a s i t ? A l l t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t p r o p h e t s
a n d i n s p i r e d w r i t e r s t a u g h t t h a t “ h e l l ” i s j u s t a n o t h e r m e a n i n g f o r t h e g r a v e , w h i c h i s a
p l a c e o f q u i e t n e s s a n d r e s t t o w h i c h b o t h t h e r i g h t e o u s a n d t h e w i c k e d w o u l d g o t o
w h e n t h e y d i e . A n d a l l t h e s e d e a d r i g h t e o u s o r w i c k e d i n d i v i d u a l s w o u l d r e s t i n t h e i r
g r a v e s u n t i l t h e t i m e a r r i v e d w h e n t h e y w o u l d b e r e s t o r e d b a c k t o l i f e i n t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n
through the divine power of God – their Creator.

Hell In the New Testament

T h e f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f h e l l a s t h e y u n f o l d i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t a r e
f u l l y i n h a r m o n y w i t h w h a t i s r e v e a l e d i n t h e O l d . T h e N e w T e s t a m e n t w a s w r i t t e n
o r i g i n a l l y i n t h e G r e e k l a n g u a g e , a n d o n e o f t h e G r e e k w o r d s f o r “ h e l l ” i s “ h a d e s ”



( S t r o n g ’ s , w o r d # 8 6 ) , w h i c h t r a n s l a t e s a n d m e a n s “ u n s e e n , t h e p l a c e o r s t a t e o f
departed souls, grave, hell”.

N o w w e s a w e a r l i e r t h a t t h e H e b r e w w o r d “ s h e o l ” c o r r e s p o n d e d t o t h e G r e e k w o r d
“ h a d e s ” i n S t r o n g ’ s C o n c o r d a n c e . A n d t h i s i s f u r t h e r b a c k e d u p b y t h e f a c t t h a t t h e
A p o s t l e P e t e r , i n t h e s e r m o n w h i c h h e p r e a c h e d o n t h e D a y o f P e n t e c o s t , q u o t e d a t e x t
f r o m t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i n w h i c h t h e w o r d “ s h e o l ” a p p e a r s , a n d i n d o i n g s o , t h e H e b r e w
word “sheol” was translated as the Greek word “hades”.

I n A c t s 2 : 2 7 , P e t e r q u o t e d P s a l m s 1 6 : 1 0 w h i c h s t a t e s : “ F o r t h o u w i l t n o t l e a v e m y
s o u l i n h e l l ; n e i t h e r w i l t t h o u s u f f e r t h i n e H o l y O n e t o s e e c o r r u p t i o n . ” T h i s t e x t w a s a
p r o p h e c y d e a l i n g w i t h t h e d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n o f J e s u s , d e c l a r i n g t h a t t h e s o u l o f
J e s u s w o u l d n o t b e l e f t i n “ s h e o l ” . A s w e h a v e a l r e a d y n o t e d , t h e H e b r e w w o r d “ s h e o l ”
r e f e r s t o t h e g r a v e a n d n o t s o m e u n d e r w o r l d p l a c e o f t h e i m m o r t a l d e a d . S o J e s u s w e n t
t o t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t “ h e l l ” w h e n H e d i e d , w h i c h i n t h e G r e e k w a s “ h a d e s ” . T h i s t h e n
proves that the Old Testament hell is the exact same as the New Testament hell.

W i t h t h i s b e i n g t r u e , t h e B i b l e t r a n s l a t o r s w e r e c a u g h t i n s o m e w h a t o f a d i l e m m a , f o r
i f t h e y h a d u s e d t h e c o r r e c t m e a n i n g o f t h e w o r d h e l l a s b e i n g t h e g r a v e t h e n t h e y w o u l d
h a v e p u t J e s u s ’ s o u l r e s t i n g i n t h e g r a v e , w h i c h , o f c o u r s e , w o u l d h a v e b e e n q u i t e
c o r r e c t . B u t t h i s t r u t h w o u l d p l a i n l y c o n t r a d i c t w i t h t h e p a g a n - p a p a l - B a b y l o n i a n d o c t r i n e
c o n c e r n i n g t h e i m m o r t a l i t y o f t h e s o u l w h e r e t h e s o u l s o f t h e d e a d d o n o t r e s t i n t h e
g r a v e , b u t g o o n l i v i n g i n t h e u n d e r w o r l d , a n d s o t h e t r a n s l a t o r s u s e d t h e w o r d H e l l
instead.

N o w w e s h o u l d b e g l a d t h a t J e s u s d i d g o i n t o t h e B i b l i c a l h e l l o r t h e g r a v e w h e n H e
d i e d , f o r b y d o i n g s o H e p r o v i d e d r e d e m p t i o n f o r t h o s e w h o a r e t h e r e . I n R e v e l a t i o n
1 : 1 8 J e s u s H i m s e l f m a k e s a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g s t a t e m e n t i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , s t a t i n g , “ I a m
h e t h a t l i v e t h , a n d w a s d e a d ; a n d b e h o l d , I a m a l i v e f o r e v e r m o r e . . . . a n d h a v e t h e k e y s
o f h e l l a n d o f d e a t h ” . T h e u s e o f t h i s t e r m k e y s i s J e s u s ’ w a y o f a s s u r i n g u s t h a t H e h a s
t h e p o w e r t o u n l o c k t h e p r i s o n - h o u s e o f t h e g r a v e ( k e y o f h e l l ) a n d s e t i t s c a p t i v e s f r e e
t o n e v e r d i e a g a i n ( k e y o f d e a t h ) . A n d t h i s m e a n i n g i s q u i t e i n h a r m o n y w i t h t h e v e r y
l a s t t w o v e r s e s i n t h e B i b l e w h i c h u s e t h e w o r d “ h e l l ” i n : “ A n d t h e s e a g a v e u p t h e d e a d
w h i c h w e r e i n i t ; a n d d e a t h a n d h e l l d e l i v e r e d u p t h e d e a d w i t h w e r e i n t h e m . . . A n d d e a t h
a n d h e l l w e r e c a s t i n t o t h e l a k e o f f i r e . T h i s i s t h e s e c o n d d e a t h . ” R e v e l a t i o n 2 0 : 1 3 - 1 4 .

H e r e J o h n t h e R e v e l a t o r t e l l s u s t h a t h e l l w i l l g i v e u p i t s d e a d ; a n d t h a t a f t e r t h i s , h e l l
w i l l i t s e l f b e d e s t r o y e d . T h e s y m b o l u s e d t o d e s c r i b e t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f h e l l i s t h a t o f
b e i n g c a s t i n t o a l a k e o f f i r e . N o w t h e r e a r e m a n y p e o p l e w h o g e n e r a l l y s u p p o s e d t h a t
t h e “ l a k e o f f i r e ” i s i t s e l f t h e h e l l o f t h e B i b l e , b u t t h i s i s n o t c o r r e c t b e c a u s e h e l l i t s e l f i s
cast into this lake.

B u t h o w c a n d e a t h i t s e l f , b e i n g a c o n d i t i o n , b e t h r o w n i n t o t h i s l a k e o f f i r e ? A l s o , w i l l
h e l l i t s e l f a c t u a l l y b e t o r m e n t e d i n t h i s f i e r y l a k e ? N o , b e c a u s e t h e B i b l e t e l l s u s t h a t t h e
l a k e o f f i r e i s t h e s e c o n d d e a t h , a n d t h a t i n i t , d e a t h a n d h e l l w i l l b e d e s t r o y e d . F i r e i s
o n e o f t h e m o s t d e s t r u c t i v e e l e m e n t s k n o w n t o s c i e n c e , a s i t w i l l c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y t o
a s h e s w h a t i t b u r n s , a n d s o t h e L o r d e m p l o y s i t i n H i s W o r d t o p i c t u r e t o t a l o r c o m p l e t e
e v e r l a s t i n g d e s t r u c t i o n . S o a l l w h o a r e t h r o w n i n t o t h i s l a k e o f f i r e w i l l b e c o m e b u r n t t o
a s h e s , a n d o n c e t h i s p r o c e s s i s c o m p l e t e d t h e n t h e r e w i l l n e v e r b e a n y m o r e d e a t h , n o
m o r e g r a v e s o r h e l l , a n d t h u s t h e l a k e o f f i r e w o u l d h a v e f u l l y a n d c o m p l e t e l y e l i m i n a t e d
both of these forever.

N o w t h e r e i s a n o t h e r G r e e k w o r d i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t w h i c h i s t r a n s l a t e d a s “ h e l l ” ,
a n d t h a t i s t h e w o r d “ G e h e n n a ” ( S t r o n g ’ s , w o r d # 1 0 6 7 ) . G e h e n n a t r a n s l a t e s a n d m e a n s
“ v a l l e y o f t h e s o n o f H i n n o m ; a v a l l e y o f J e r u s a l e m , u s e d f i g u r a t i v e l y a s a n a m e f o r t h e
p l a c e o r s t a t e o f e v e r l a s t i n g p u n i s h m e n t , h e l l ” . T h i s v a l l e y t h e s o n o f H i n n o m o r t h i s
G e h e n n a w a s a c t u a l l y a d e e p r a v i n e j u s t o u t s i d e o f t h e a n c i e n t c i t y o f J e r u s a l e m , a n d
w h i c h w a s a n c i e n t l y u s e d a s a p l a c e f o r t h e d i s p o s a l o f t h e g a r b a g e a n d w a s t e p r o d u c t s



o f t h a t c i t y . F i r e s w e r e a l s o k e p t b u r n i n g c o n t i n u o u s l y i n G e h e n n a i n o r d e r t o e f f e c t t h e
destruction of whatever was thrown into this valley.

S o b e c a u s e o f t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h G e h e n n a , a n d a l s o b e c a u s e
J e s u s k n e w t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f H i s d a y w o u l d u n d e r s t a n d t h e i m p o r t o f w h a t H e w a s
s a y i n g t o t h e m , H e u s e d G e h e n n a a s a s y m b o l o f d e s t r u c t i o n t h a t w o u l d o c c u r t o t h o s e
w h o c o u l d n o t g i v e u p s i n t h r o u g h H i m , o r w h o w o u l d n o t h o n o r G o d b y o b e y i n g H i m .
G e h e n n a d i d n o t r e f e r t o t h e p a g a n - p a p a l - B a b y l o n i a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f H e l l b e i n g a
f i e r y p l a c e o f t o r m e n t , b u t w a s s i m p l y a s y m b o l u s e d b y C h r i s t t o r e p r e s e n t t o t a l
d e s t r u c t i o n . B e s i d e s , n o b o d y w a s e v e r t o r m e n t e d i n G e h e n n a a s i t w a s u s e d
e x c l u s i v e l y f o r d e s t r u c t i v e p u r p o s e s . A n d a l s o , t h e J e w s w e r e p r o h i b i t e d f r o m t h e u s e
of torture of any kind, including even of animals.

T h e f a c t i s , J e s u s u s e d G e h e n n a f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f s y m b o l i z i n g d e s t r u c t i o n , a n d
n o t h i n g m o r e . T h i s i s a l s o c l e a r f r o m H i s s t a t e m e n t t o H i s d i s c i p l e s , w h e n H e s a i d ,
“ F e a r n o t t h e m w h i c h k i l l t h e b o d y , b u t a r e n o t a b l e t o k i l l t h e s o u l : b u t r a t h e r f e a r h i m
w h o i s a b l e t o d e s t r o y b o t h s o u l a n d b o d y i n G e h e n n a ” ( M a t t h e w 1 0 : 2 8 ) . N o w t h e
t r a n s l a t o r s g a v e u s t h e w o r d “ h e l l ” h e r e a s a t r a n s l a t i o n o f G e h e n n a , a n d i t i s r a t h e r
s t r a n g e t h a t s i n c e r e r e a d e r s o f t h e B i b l e h a v e o v e r l o o k e d t h e f a c t t h a t G e h e n n a i s
s o l e l y a p l a c e o f d e s t r u c t i o n , a n d n o t o f a n y t o r m e n t , a n d s o c a n n o t p o s s i b l y b e u s e d
t o t r y a n d s u p p o r t t h e c o m m o n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f H e l l . T h i s j u s t s h o w s u s h o w p o w e r f u l
t h e s e p a g a n , p a p a l a n d B a b y l o n i a n t e a c h i n g s h a v e o n t h e h u m a n m i n d ; h o w t r u s t i n g
p e o p l e a r e o f w h a t t h e i r c h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p t e l l s t h e m ; a n d s a d l y h o w m a n y p e o p l e r e a l l y
d o n o t t a k e t h e t i m e t o s t u d y f o r t h e m s e l v e s a n d t r u l y p o n d e r o n a n d t h i n k o v e r e x a c t l y
what the Bible is trying to teach them.

N o w i n a n o t h e r r e f e r e n c e t o G e h e n n a , J e s u s i n t e n s i f i e d t h i s p i c t u r e o f d e s t r u c t i o n b y
r e f e r r i n g t o t h e e v e r - p r e s e n t w o r m s w h i c h i n f e s t e d d e a d c a r c a s s e s . S p e a k i n g o f w o r l d l y
a t t r a c t i o n s w h i c h m i g h t c o m e i n t o a C h r i s t i a n ’ s l i f e t o d r a w h i m a w a y f r o m s e r v i n g t h e
L o r d , a n d w h i c h w o u l d b e c o m e s o a t t a c h e d t o a n d i m p o r t a n t t o t h e m – j u s t l i k e t h e i r
h a n d s a n d e y e s , J e s u s s a i d t h a t i t w o u l d b e b e t t e r t o c u t o f f o n e ’ s h a n d , o r p l u c k o u t
o n e ’ s e y e , r a t h e r t h a n t o b e c a s t i n t o G e h e n n a , w h e r e t h e i r w o r m d i e t h n o t , a n d t h e f i r e
is not quenched (see Mark 9:43-48). So what exactly does this mean?

A s w e h a v e s e e n , f i r e s w e r e k e p t b u r n i n g c o n t i n u a l l y i n G e h e n n a , s o t h a t e v e r y t h i n g
t h a t w a s c a s t i n t o t h e v a l l e y w a s d e s t r o y e d . B u t i n t h e e v e n t t h a t a c a r c a s s t h r o w n i n t o
t h e r a v i n e s h o u l d n o t r e a c h t h e f i r e s , b u t p e r h a p s w o u l d g e t l o d g e d o n o n e o f i t s j a g g e d
s i d e s , t h e s e w o u l d i n s t e a d b e d e v o u r e d a n d d e s t r o y e d b y t h e w o r m s w h i c h a p p e a r e d
n e v e r t o d i e a s t h e y w e r e a l w a y s p r e s e n t . T h u s b y t h e s e p o w e r f u l i l l u s t r a t i o n s , J e s u s
c o n f i r m e d t h e u n i v e r s a l t e a c h i n g o f t h e B i b l e , t h a t “ t h e w a g e s o f s i n i s d e a t h ” ( R o m a n s
6:23), not eternal torment in everlasting fire.

N o w i n t e l l i n g u s t h a t t h e w a g e s o f s i n i s d e a t h , t h e A p o s t l e P a u l d o e s n o t l e a v e u s
w i t h t h e t h o u g h t t h a t a l l h o p e o f e v e r l i v i n g a g a i n i s l o s t . B u t h e a l s o d e c l a r e s t h a t t h e
“ g i f t o f G o d i s e t e r n a l l i f e t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t o u r L o r d ” ( R o m a n s 6 : 2 3 ) . T h i s s h o w s u s
p l a i n l y t h a t e v e n t h o u g h t h e d e a d w i l l r e s t i n t h e i r g r a v e s , y e t t h i s w i l l n o t b e f o r e v e r
b e c a u s e t h e r e i s t h e g l o r i o u s h o p e o f a r e s u r r e c t i o n f r o m t h e d e a d u n t o l i f e e t e r n a l f o r
a l l w h o h a v e b e e n r e d e e m e d b y t h e b l o o d o f C h r i s t , a n d s a v e d b y H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s .
B u t a l s o k n o w t h a t a l l t h o s e w h o r e f u s e t o b e s a v e d b y t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f C h r i s t , a n d
w h o r e j e c t H i s g i f t o f r e d e m p t i o n t h r o u g h H i s p r e c i o u s b l o o d , w i l l i n t h e e n d b e c a s t i n t o
t h i s l a k e o f f i r e w h e r e t h e y w i l l b u r n u n t i l t h e y a r e e v e r l a s t i n g l y d e s t r o y e d i n t o a s h e s ,
never to live again.

S o t h e n s i n c e t h e b e l i e f t h a t H e l l i s a n u n d e r g r o u n d p l a c e w h e r e t h e i m m o r t a l s p i r i t s
o f t h e w i c k e d d e a d a r e t o r t u r e d i n f i e r y a g o n y f o r e v e r h a s b e e n p r o v e n t o b e s o l e l y a
p a g a n b e l i e f d i r e c t l y f r o m B a b y l o n , e v e n t h o u g h m i l l i o n s o f h o n e s t a n d s i n c e r e
C h r i s t i a n s h a v e b e e n t a u g h t t h r o u g h C a t h o l i c i s m t h a t i t i s r e a l l y t r u e , t h e n w h a t e x a c t l y
does the Bible teach about what happens when a person dies?



MINISTRY NEWS

TRUE CHURCH WEBSITE: The Lord is continuing to bless our
TrueChurchofGod.info website. In the month of November we had 12,286 hits,
which were generated by 1,919 visitors. In these Visitor Sessions, 4,441 documents
of Present Truth were viewed, and over 564 million bytes of information were
downloaded.

In the month of December we had 13,886 hits, which were generated by 2,083
visitors. In these Visitor Sessions, 4,981 documents of Present Truth were viewed,
and over 681.84 million bytes of information were downloaded.

So for these past 2 months, over 1.24 billion bytes of information were
downloaded from our Gospel Truth website by over 4,000 visitors!

LTBL MINISTRIES WEBSITE: The Lord is also abundantly blessing our
LightMinistries.com website! In the month of November we had 122,203 hits, which
were generated by 20,253 visitors. In these Visitor Sessions, 30,373 documents of
Present Truth were viewed, and over 14.07 billion bytes of information were
downloaded.

In the month of December we had 124,198 hits, which were generated by 19,737
visitors. In these Visitor Sessions, 36,622 documents of Present Truth were viewed,
and over 17.47 billion bytes of information were downloaded.

So for these past 2 months, over 31.5 billion bytes of information were
downloaded from our Gospel Truth website by over 39,900 visitors! MAY GOD'S
HOLY NAME BE INDEED PRAISED!!

SPANISH BIBLE STUDIES: We have our Bible Study Lessons translated into
Spanish and available on-line for any Spanish speaking people who are interested
in learning more of what the Bible teaches. The actual link to these important
studies is: http://www.lightministries.com/id1875.htm

NEW BOOKLET: Our newest booklet titled “And Michael Spoke These Words” is
available in print, as well as being on-line for free reading and download. The actual
link is: http://www.lightministries.com/id1876.htm This booklet brings before the
reader the glorious subject of Michael being the one God who was directly involved
with the children of Israel. It was Michael, and not God the Father, who led and
guided the Israelites in all of their experiences, including being the God who gave
them the 10 commandments at Sinai. And this God Michael eventually was born
into humanity as Jesus Christ. This booklet is all written strictly from the Bible, and
thus would be an excellent evangelistic tool in reaching out to the world with this
truth about the pre-existence of Jesus Christ and the law He gave for the benefit of
mankind. If you would still like to have a complementary copy of this booklet, please
write us.

TO OUR SUPPORTERS: Please know that "Let There Be Light" Ministries is not
using your support to build itself up into a kingdom, nor are we trying to acquire
expensive video, TV or shortwave facilities. But we are trying to spread the truth as
quickly and economically as possible. Please also know that you have played an
important part in helping spread the Present Truth into various parts of this world,
including through the printed page, through the living full-time workers and ministers
we sponsor, and also through our Web Sites on the internet. This is how the Loud
Cry of the third angel will be spread, and is now being spread! If the Lord impresses
you to help in these endeavors, your donations and prayers will be greatly
appreciated, and not just by this Ministry. MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU!



MINISTRY NEEDS

" L e t T h e r e B e L i g h t " M i n i s t r i e s i s c o m m i t t e d t o t h e s p r e a d i n g o f t h e f u l l p r e s e n t t r u t h
g o s p e l m e s s a g e w o r l d w i d e , a n d h a s b e e n d o i n g s o s i n c e 1 9 8 6 . T h i s M i n i s t r y h a s
o p e r a t i n g e x p e n s e s c o v e r i n g t h e a r e a s o f : p r i n t i n g , p u b l i s h i n g , a n d w r i t i n g o f p r e s e n t
t r u t h b o o k s , b o o k l e t s , t r a c t s , a n d o t h e r l i t e r a t u r e ; D V D , v i d e o a n d a u d i o t a p i n g ,
p r o d u c t i o n , a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n ; s u p p o r t i n g s e v e r a l m i n i s t e r s a n d w o r k e r s i n f o r e i g n
C o u n t r i e s ; m a i l o r d e r – b o t h d o m e s t i c a n d f o r e i g n ; t r a v e l i n g t o h o l d m e e t i n g s – b o t h
l o c a l l y , n a t i o n a l l y , a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ; a n s w e r i n g c o r r e s p o n d e n c e a n d q u e s t i o n s
r e g a r d i n g t h e m e s s a g e o f t r u t h ; o f f e r i n g N a t i o n a l a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i b l e s t u d i e s ;
sending free present truth literature to contacts in many poor Countries; etc.

Y o u r g r a c i o u s p r a y e r s a n d s u p p o r t i s g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d a n d n e e d e d . W i t h o u t t h e
L o r d ' s g u i d a n c e , b l e s s i n g s , a n d y o u r s u p p o r t , t h i s M i n i s t r y c o u l d n o t c o n t i n u e t o r e a c h
out worldwide with the precious message of Revelation 14:6-12 & 18:1-5.

M a y o u r G o d a n d S a v i o u r c o n t i n u e t o l e a d a n d g u i d e a l l t h o s e w h o h a v e h e l p e d u s
r e a c h s o u l s w h o s i t i n d a r k n e s s w i t h t h e p r e c i o u s l i g h t o f g o s p e l t r u t h . M a y o u r
s u p p o r t e r s r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e y s h a r e i n e a c h a n d e v e r y s o u l w h o h a s b e e n r e a c h e d b y
this Ministry and converted to the Lord and His present truth !

GENERAL FOREIGN MISSION WORK NEEDS

W e a r e c u r r e n t l y s u p p o r t i n g s e v e r a l w o r k e r s i n m a n y d i f f e r e n t C o u n t r i e s o n a m o n t h l y
b a s i s . W e c h e c k i n t o t h e e c o n o m y o f e a c h a r e a a n d s u p p l y a b a s e s u p p o r t w h i c h i s
a d e q u a t e d e p e n d i n g o n t h e i r s i t u a t i o n , b u t n o t e x t r a v a g a n t . T h i s b a s e s u p p o r t i s t o
e n s u r e t h a t t h e m o n t h l y n e e d s o f e a c h w o r k e r a n d f a m i l y i s m e t f o r t h a t m o n t h s o t h a t
t h e w o r k e r m a y d e v o t e f u l l t i m e t o t h e m i n i s t r y w o r k . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , w e a r e s e n d i n g
e x t r a m a t e r i a l s f o r e v a n g e l i s m , a n d m o n e y f o r p r i n t i n g , p u b l i s h i n g , h o l d i n g m e e t i n g s ,
t r a v e l i n g , a n d o t h e r n e c e s s a r y a r e a s i n s p r e a d i n g t h e P r e s e n t T r u t h i n t h e i r C o u n t r y .
A n d a s t h e w o r k e x t e n d s , e s p e c i a l l y w i l l t h e e x p e n s e s f o r e v a n g e l i s m e x p a n d .
W h a t e v e r y o u c a n s e n d t o h e l p i n t h i s n e c e s s a r y a n d v i t a l a r e a i s g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d .

T h e w o r k o f s p r e a d i n g G o d ' s p r e s e n t t r u t h i s n o t t o b e l i m i t e d , b u t m u s t e x t e n d w o r l d -
w i d e t o e v e r y n a t i o n , k i n d r e d , t o n g u e , a n d p e o p l e b e f o r e o u r S a v i o u r c a n c o m e
( M a t t h e w 2 4 : 1 4 ) . W h a t b e t t e r w a y o f s p r e a d i n g t h e P r e s e n t T r u t h G o s p e l t h a n b y
h a v i n g w o r k e r s w h o s p e a k t h e n a t i v e l a n g u a g e , w h o r e s i d e i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r C o u n t r y ,
w h o c a n l i v e a n d p r e a c h t h e t r u t h , v i s i t t h e i n t e r e s t s i n t h e i r h o m e s , a n d s p r e a d t h e
printed truth translated into their native language!

" O u r p u b l i c a t i o n s s h o u l d b e p r i n t e d i n o t h e r l a n g u a g e s , t h a t f o r e i g n n a t i o n s m a y b e
r e a c h e d . M u c h c a n b e d o n e t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m o f t h e p r e s s , b u t s t i l l m o r e c a n b e
a c c o m p l i s h e d i f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e l i v i n g p r e a c h e r g o e s w i t h o u r p u b l i c a t i o n s . . . . T h e
L o r d h a s m o v e d u p o n m e n o f o t h e r t o n g u e s a n d h a s b r o u g h t t h e m u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e
o f t h e t r u t h , t h a t t h e y m i g h t b e q u a l i f i e d t o l a b o r i n H i s c a u s e . " T e s t i m o n i e s , v o l 3 , p 2 0 4 -
205.

Please financially help us to continue supporting our current ministers and
workers on a consistent basis, so that the spreading of the truth will not be
interrupted but can quickly lighten this dark world with the glory of God.

" E v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y s h o u l d b e i m p r o v e d t o e x t e n d t h e t r u t h t o o t h e r n a t i o n s . T h i s w i l l
b e a t t e n d e d w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p e n s e , b u t e x p e n s e s h o u l d i n n o c a s e h i n d e r t h e
p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h i s w o r k . M e a n s a r e o f v a l u e o n l y a s t h e y a r e u s e d t o a d v a n c e t h e
i n t e r e s t o f t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . T h e L o r d h a s l e n t m e n m e a n s f o r t h i s v e r y p u r p o s e , t o
use in sending the truth to their fellow men." Testimonies, vol 3, p 208.



SPECIFIC MONTHLY FOREIGN MISSION WORK NEEDS

FIJI Islands:
M Printing and mailing expenses for booklets and tracts to Fiji.
M Printing of booklets and tracts in Fiji.
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.

KENYA, East Africa:
M Printing and mailing expenses for booklets and tracts to Kenya.
M Printing of booklets and tracts in Kenya.
M Projector, screen, and evangelistic film for non-SDA outreach.
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.
M Purchase of printing machine to aid in publication of present truth--$3,500.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA:
M Printing and mailing expenses for booklets and tracts to PNG.
M Printing of booklets and tracts in PNG.
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.
M Used SOP books.
M Clothes to pass out to naked villagers.

PHILIPPINE Islands:
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.
M Printing of booklets and tracts in Philippines.
M Printing and mailing expenses for booklets and tracts to Philippines.
M Printing 100,000 tracts in Philippines--$1,450.

UGANDA, East Africa:
M Monthly operating expenses for the publication work already established there.
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.

ZAMBIA, Central Africa:
M Monthly operating expenses for the publication work already established there.
M Start up costs to open a Health Center and Herbal Store--$6,000.
M Donations of any amount to help with construction of a home–$12,000 total cost.
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.
M Donations of any amount to help purchase a vehicle–$6,000 total cost.

ZIMBABWE, Africa:
M Printing and mailing expenses for booklets and tracts to Zimbabwe.
M Printing of booklets and tracts in Zimbabwe.
M Donations of any amount to help with construction of a home–$12,000 total cost.
M Mailing cartons of KJV Bibles and Spirit of Prophecy books.
M Donations of any amount to help purchase a vehicle–$6,000 total cost.

Please be sure to mark all donated monies for any of the above Ministry or Foreign
Mission needs. 100% of all donated monies will go where specified. Unspecified
donations will go where needed. Thank you very much for making this evangelistic work
possible, and may God's richest blessings attend you and yours.



LETTERS to "LET THERE BE LIGHT" Ministries

Dear Bro. Bob,
1Jn.3:1.
I h a v e r e a d w i t h a w e a n d j o y t h e m e s s a g e i n t h e N e w s l e t t e r . I t c a n ' t b e m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e .

S u r e l y t h e c i t i e s h a v e b e c o m e m u c h l i k e t h e v e r y S o d o m a n d G o m o r r a h . W h a t ' s m o r e , e v e n
t h e v i l l a g e s t o d a y h a v e a l l b e e n e n g u l f e d a n d s t e e p e d i n t h e s p i r i t o f t h e c i t i e s . H O W E V E R
T H E L O R D ' S C O M M A N D C A N N O T B E I M P R O V E D O N ; I T I S O N L Y F O R U S T O O B E Y
WITHOUT LINGERING ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CONDEMNED CITIES.

T h i s m e s s a g e c o m e s t o m e a s a n e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o m e t h a t m y t h o u g h t o f m o v i n g a w a y
from city life is timely. I trust the [God] will open ways for me to move soon as possible.

God bless you. Num. 6:24-6, B.I. Kenya, East Africa.

Dear Robert Sessler,
M a n y C h r i s t i a n g r e e t i n g s f r o m T a n z a n i a . I t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o w r i t e t h i s e - m a i l . I t i s a

l o n g t o m e s i n c e I w r o t e t o y o u . I h a v e b e e n c a r r y i n g o u t t h e L o u d C r y t o a l l p a r t s o f T a n z a n i a
t h e w h o l e o f l a s t y e a r – 2 0 1 1 . . . . T h e s i t u a t i o n h a s n o t b e e n s m o o t h b a s e d o n t h e f a c t t h a t I
d o n o t h a v e e n o u g h f u n d s t o t r a v e l h e r e a n d t h e r e . H o w e v e r , w i t h t h e s m a l l a m o u n t t h a t I
can generate through operating a sanitarium; I have done a lot.

D e a r S e s s l e r , m y h e c t i c s c h e d u l e d o e s n o t a l l o w m e t o w r i t e a l o n g e - m a i l . H o w e v e r , l e t
m e s t i c k t o t h e p o i n t . 1 . T h e L o r d h a s b l e s s e d m e w i t h b o t h s o u l s p l u s p e r s e c u t i o n f r o m t h e
S D A C h u r c h . 2 . I c o n d u c t e d a n e v a n g e l i s t i c m e e t i n g i n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 2 0 1 1 w h i c h h a d f e w
s o u l s – I n M a r c h 2 0 1 1 , I h a d a n o t h e r w h i c h g a t h e r e d i n a b o u t 8 5 s o u l s f r o m t h e S D A C h u r c h
a n d t h e y a r e s t i l l d o i n g w e l l . 3 . I n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 1 w e h a d a n o t h e r b i g e v a n g e l i s t i c m e e t i n g
i n t h e W e s t e r n p a r t o f T a n z a n i a – _ _ _ _ a n d f i v e s o u l s w e r e b a p t i s e d . 4 . W e b e g a n o p e r a t i n g
a s a n i t a r i u m i n t h e c i t y o f _ _ _ _ s i n c e A u g u s t 2 0 1 1 , a n d i t i s d o i n g w e l l t o a t t r a c t b o t h S D A s
and non-SDAs to get drug free treatment plus the Present Truth.

D e a r S e s s l e r , i n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 2 0 1 2 ( J a n u a r y 1 0 ) I w a s r e w a r d e d b y t h e D e v i l f o r
s t e a l i n g t h e s h e e p f r o m h i s f o l d . S D A l e a d e r s o r g a n i s e d w i t h t h e g o v e r n m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t
I w a s o p e r a t i n g w i t h o u t p e r m i s s i o n . F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n m y l i f e I w a s p u t i n t h e j a i l – 2 6
h o u r s . A f t e r g e t t i n g a b a i l f r o m m y c o l l e a g u e s , I w a s a s k e d t o s u b m i t t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . I
s u b m i t t e d t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n c e r t i f i c a t e a n d a l l i m p o r t a n t p a p e r s p l u s p r e a c h i n g a t t h e p o l i c e
s t a t i o n . I w a s s e t f r e e a n d t h e R B c a n c e l l e d . I i n s i s t e d t o t h e p o l i c e t o t a k e t h e c a s e t o t h e
court of law, but they refused and stated that they cannot take there religious hatredness.

D e a r S e s s l e r , I t h o u g h t t h a t w a s t h e e n d . I n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 2 , m y
c o l l e a g u e w h o w a s c a n v a s s i n g i n t h e c i t y o f _ _ _ _ w a s a r r e s t e d a n d p u t i n t h e j a i l . T h e S D A
u n i o n l e a d e r s t o o k a n R B a n d a c c u s e d u s o f s e l l i n g t h e b o o k s o f E l l e n G . W h i t e w i t h o u t
p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e S D A C h u r c h s i n c e t h e y h a v e t h e t r a d e m a r k f o r p r o d u c i n g , s e l l i n g a n d
d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e m . A f t e r g e t t i n g a b a i l , m y c o l l e a g u e w a s s e t f r e e a n d i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s g o i n g
o n . I w a s c a l l e d t o t h e p o l i c e s t a t i o n i n _ _ _ _ c i t y . I h a d t o t r a v e l t h e l o n g w a y – 1 3 h o u r s
f r o m _ _ _ _ c i t y . O n t h e 2 0 t h F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 2 , I g a v e a s t a t e m e n t t o t h e p o l i c e a u t h o r i t i e s –
_ _ _ _ c i t y . W e a r e a c c u s e d o f c o p y w r i t i n g / p l a g i a r i s m . I t o l d t h e p o l i c e t h a t w e a r e s e l l i n g t h e
o r i g i n a l b o o k s o f E l l e n G . W h i t e w h e r e a s t h e S D A s a r e s e l l i n g t h e r e v i s e d / r e - e d i t e d o n e s .
S i n c e t h e o r i g i n a l b o o k s e x p o s e t h e i r a p o s t a s i e s ; t h a t ’ s w h y t h e y h a t e u s . I g o t a b a i l f r o m
m y f e l l o w a n d w e h a v e t o a p p e a r i n t h e c o u r t o f l a w o n _ _ _ _ / 2 0 1 2 . W h o d i d t h i s ? T h e S D A
Union leaders (Tanzania) are the accusers.

D e a r S e s s l e r , t h e p o l i c e i n _ _ _ _ w e r e n o t s o h a r s h t o m e a s t h o s e i n _ _ _ _ . I t o l d t h e m
t h a t t h e S D A C h u r c h h a s a p o s t a t i z e d a n d i s f o r c i n g i t s m e m b e r s t o r e m a i n i n i t s f o l d e v e n
b y u s i n g t h e g o v e r n m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s . T h e y t o l d m e t h a t t h e c o u r t i s a g o o d p l a c e t o d e f e n d
m y s e l f . . . [ a n d ] t h e y s e i z e d t h e b o o k s o f E l l e n G . W h i t e . . . T h e b o o k s s e i z e d a n d w h i c h n e e d
d e f e n c e a r e : 1 . T h e D e s i r e o f A g e s , 2 . T h e G r e a t C o n t r o v e r s y , 3 . P a t r i a r c h s a n d P r o p h e t s ,
4. Ministry of Healing, and 5. Christ’s Object Lessons....

I a m b u s y d a y a n d n i g h t p r e p a r i n g t h e d e f e n s e . . . D e a r S e s s l e r . . . I n e e d y o u r p r a y e r s a t t h i s
hour.

Yours in the Blessed Hope, B.P., Tanzania, East Africa.



CORRESPONDENCE FROM FOREIGN WORKERS

FROM KENYA, EAST AFRICA

( C o m b i n a t i o n o f 2 l e t t e r s ) W e h a v e b e e n i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t s o f o u r b e l o v e d c o u n t r y f o r o n e w e e k n o w .
I t ’ s a v e r y p r o m i s i n g f i e l d ; i t a k i n d o f v i r g i n a r e a , [ a s ] t h e S a b b a t h & i t ’ s k i n d r e d t r u t h s h a s n o t b e e n
w i d e s p r e a d h e r e . W e w e r e w e l c o m e i n t o t h e i r h o u s e s f r e e l y & w e s h a r e d t h e t r u t h p e a c e f u l l y . O h o w
God's people have long been kept in darkness.

I n t h e a f t e r n o o n w e h e l d p u b l i c w i t n e s s a t t h e m a r k e t & d i s t r i b u t e d t r u t h - f i l l e d t r a c t s & p a m p h l e t s . I
w i t n e s s e d s o u l s h u n g e r i n g f o r t h e p a m p h l e t s . I t w a s s o s a d t o s e e s o u l s c o m e f o r p a p e r s w h e n w e d i d n ’ t
h a v e a n y m o r e t o g i v e ! O t h a t m e n w o u l d m a k e a c o v e n a n t w i t h G o d b y s a c r i f i c e t o s u p p o r t t h e t r a c t -
publishing ministry!

“ Y o u , m y b r o t h e r , m y s i s t e r , m a y n o t b e a b l e t o g o i n t o t h e L o r d ' s v i n e y a r d y o u r s e l f , b u t y o u m a y
f u r n i s h t h e m e a n s t o s e n d o t h e r s . . . Y o u r m e a n s c a n b e u s e d t o s e n d f o r t h & s u s t a i n t h e m e s s e n g e r s o f
God, who by voice & by influence will give the message: Matt.3:3 [quoted].” 8T33.1

W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g G o d ’ s b l e s s i n g t o t h i s m i n i s t r y t o a r o u s e t h o s e s l e e p i n g i n t h e d a r k n e s s o f
i g n o r a n c e . “ N o w i s t h e t i m e t o g i v e t h e w a r n i n g m e s s a g e . W e a r e s t e w a r d s , e n t r u s t e d b y o u r a b s e n t L o r d
w i t h t h e c a r e o f H i s i n t e r e s t s , w h i c h H e c a m e t o t h i s w o r l d t o s e r v e . H e h a s r e t u r n e d t o h e a v e n , l e a v i n g
u s i n c h a r g e , a n d H e e x p e c t s u s b e f a i t h f u l t o o u r t r u s t , l e s t c o m i n g s u d d e n l y H e f i n d u s s l e e p i n g . ” 8 T 3 7 . 5 .

B r e t h r e n a l l o v e r t h e w i d e g l o b e , l e t s u n i t e a s o n e m a n a n d c o m p l e t e t h e w o r k g i v e n u s . “ T h e b a n n e r
o f t r u t h a n d r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y w h i c h R e f o r m e r s h e l d a l o f t h a s i n t h i s l a s t c o n f l i c t b e e n c o m m i t t e d t o u s . ”
6T402.3....

W e h a d s u c c e s s f u l l y d o n e o u r B i b l e C o n f e r e n c e i n _ _ _ _ . I t w a s a n i c e s t u d y o n E v a n g e l i s m a n d
church history.

I n A u g u s t w e h a d t h r e e c a m p m e e t i n g s - _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ a n d _ _ _ _ ( W e s t e r n ) . T h e e n e m y i s n o t a s l e e p
y e t , b u t H e w h o o v e r c a m e a n d s t i l l o v e r c o m i n g w i l l f i n a l l y o v e r c o m e . H a v e y o u e v e r d o n e a s t u d y o n
e l e c t i o n , p r e d e s t i n a t i o n a n d b e i n g c h o s e n ? A n i d e a i s c o m i n g u p t h a t J e s u s d i e d o n l y f o r t h e e l e c t a n d
c h o s e n o n e s o n l y a n d n o t f o r e v e r y o n e ; t h a t o n e ' s c h o i c e a s a f r e e m o r a l a g e n t d o e s n o t a c c o u n t ; t h a t
God knew who could be saved who could be lost...Ridiculous! Yet people are teaching so.

W e n o w h a v e p r i v a t e s t u d i e s w i t h t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d ; w e h a d o n e a t _ _ _ _ a t t h e e n d o f t h e c a m p , a n d
t h e y n o w n e e d u s f o r a n o t h e r r o u n d . F r o m 2 8 t h t h i s m o n t h w e s h a l l h a v e a n e f f o r t n e a r t h e b o r d e r w i t h
Uganda. It will run for one week.

W e h a v e a n o t h e r i n v i t a t i o n t o _ _ _ _ , U g a n d a , i n D e c e m b e r t h o u g h w e a r e y e t t o c o n f i r m t h i s . O u r p r a y e r
i s t h a t G o d m i g h t u s e u s a s s i m p l e i n s t r u m e n t s t o a c c o m p l i s h H i s g r e a t g o o d . T o p r a y f o r u s t h u s i s o f
greatbenefit to us.... B.I., Kenya.

FROM UGANDA, EAST AFRICA

(Combination of 2 letters) Dear Elder Sessler.
Christian greetings from this way. [Phillipians 1:1-6 quoted].
T h i s t i m e r o u n d I h a v e b e e n l a z y i n w r i t i n g t h a t m a n y t r o u b l e s h a v e b e e n e x p e r i e n c e d , e s p e c i a l l y m y

h e a l t h . T h e k i d n e y i s s t i l l a p r o b l e m , t r i e d d i f f e r e n t t r e a t m e n t s a n d e v e n r i g h t [ n o w ] I ’ m t a k i n g s o m e h e r b s
[and] hope to get better.

T h e b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s i n o u r h o m e C h u r c h c o n t r i b u t e d t o w a r d s p u b l i s h i n g o f t h e t r a c t s a n d m a n y
o t h e r s i n d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s a r e w i l l i n g t o d o t h e s a m e , s a v e a m i d s t o u r p r o g r e s s t h e s a m e p r o b l e m
a p p e a r e d , c a u s e d b y a r a t e a t i n g c a b l e s , c a u s e d s o m e c o n s i d e r a b l e d a m a g e s , s o I ’ m w a i t i n g f o r m y
support to see that some one comes to fix the machine.

B y G o d s g r a c e s o m e o n e w h o h a d g i v e n h i m s e l f t o t h e a b u s e o f s t r o n g d r i n k w h o s e a p p e a r a n c e h a s
b e e n t h a t o f u n w a s h e d c l o t h e s a n d t o r n s h o e s o r t h e f i n i s h i n g w o r k o f S a t a n o n t h e h u m a n s o u l , h e i s
t u r n i n g t o t h e f i n i s h i n g w o r k o f i m m o r t a l i t y e v e n t h e S a v i o u r o f e v e r y m a n w h o i s b o r n o f w o m a n , J e s u s
Christ, this new friend’s names are ____.

T h a n k s f o r t h e s u p p o r t a n d y o u r e a r n e s t p r a y e r s , w h i c h h e l p s u s t o m o v e o n a m i d s t t h e h o r d e s o f t h e
e n e m y w h o i s a t t a c k i n g u s f r o m a l l a n g l e s s p i r i t u a l a n d p h y s i c a l s i d e s o u r l i v e s m a k i n g i t m o r e d i f f i c u l t
in this pilgrim journey....

G o t a s e r v i c e p e r s o n w h o p u t r i g h t t h e p r i n t i n g m a c h i n e t h o u g h i t i s e x p e n s i v e . I t h e l p e d i n t h a t I d i d
g o o d p r i n t i n g w o r k [ a n d ] s e v e r a l t r a c t s w e r e p r i n t e d o u t r e a d y f o r o u t r e a c h p u r p o s e s . T h e e n e m y [ o f ] s o u l s
h a s b e e n t o o m u c h f o r m e i n t h a t a l m o s t a l l t h i n g s I p u t m y h a n d s [ o n ] a r e f a i l i n g , j u s t l i k e t h e a p o s t l e P a u l
i n 2 n d C o r i n t h i a n s 1 2 : 8 - 1 0 - “ F o r t h i s t h i n g I b e s o u g h t t h e L o r d t h r i c e , t h a t i t m i g h t d e p a r t f r o m m e . A n d h e
s a i d u n t o m e , M y g r a c e i s s u f f i c i e n t f o r t h e e : f o r m y s t r e n g t h i s m a d e p e r f e c t i n w e a k n e s s . M o s t g l a d l y
t h e r e f o r e w i l l I r a t h e r g l o r y i n m y i n f i r m i t i e s , t h a t t h e p o w e r o f C h r i s t m a y r e s t u p o n m e . T h e r e f o r e I t a k e



p l e a s u r e i n i n f i r m i t i e s , i n r e p r o a c h e s , i n n e c e s s i t i e s , i n p e r s e c u t i o n s , i n d i s t r e s s e s f o r C h r i s t ' s s a k e : f o r
when I am weak, then am I strong.” This seems to be the only voice from the Holy One of Israel...

A t t h e p r e s e n t I h a v e r u n o u t o f p a p e r a n d i n k . T h i s h a s b e e n a n u p h i l l s t r u g g l e [ a n d ] i t i s l i k e f r o m
d i f f i c u l t i e s t o h e i g h t s , p a i n f u l m o m e n t s a n d s t r e s s h a s h a v e c o n s u m e d m e , t h e r o d e n t s h a v e b e e n o n i t
t h e y d o n ’ t a l l o w t h e m a c h i n e t o w o r k p a s t a d a y [ a n d ] t h e n e x t d a y w i l l b e e a t e n c a b l e s . I h a v e t r i e d t o
s e a l t h e m o f f , [ b u t ] i t s e e m s t o t h i s e n d I h a v e n o t d o n e a f a i r j o b . T h i s s i t u a t i o n h a s p u s h e d m e t o l e a r n
h o w t o d o s i m p l e r e p a i r a n d s e r v i c e f o r e v e r y t i m e s o m e o n e i s b r o u g h t t o d o t h e f i x i n g j o b I w a t c h a n d
study how it has been. So by Gods grace I can now handle some things.

T h e o t h e r a d v a n t a g e t h a t I h a v e r e a l i z e d i s t h a t t h e R i s o - g r a p h d o e s n o t c o n s u m e a l o t o f p o w e r o r
electricity. A bulk work can be done and the bill is not so threatening as I had first thought.

T h a n k s f o r t h e s u p p o r t [ a s ] i t h a s h e l p e d m e f i x t h i s h e a v y p r o b l e m o f t h e p r i n t e r . I w i s h y o u a h a p p y
and prosperous new year. May the Almighty bless the Churches across the Nations.

I remain yours faithfully, B.K., Uganda.

FROM ZAMBIA, EAST AFRICA

Dearest br. Bob and sr. Michele,
M a y t h e g r e a t L o r d b e w i t h y o u f o r t h e c o n t i n u o s s u p p o r t y o u a r e s e n d i n g t o m y f a m i l y . W e a r e f i n e a r e

am still forging ahead. A lot of work is going on though we like [more] support in travellings.
M a n y a r e g e t t i n g o u r t r u t h s a n d a m g e t t i n g m a n y i n v i t a t i o n s f o r t h e s a m e w o r k . T h e i s s u e o f

a c c o m o n d a t i o n [ i s ] i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e L o r d u p t o n o w . W e n e e d t o b u i l d a h o u s e t h i s c o m i n g y e a r a s a
plot has been bought. Help us in prayers and with any means to start this programme....

God bless and as we close this year may I hear from you and will give you our new programmes.
God bless, B.W., Zambia.

FROM ZIMBABWE, SOUTH AFRICA

(Combination of 2 letters) Dear Elder Bob,
I g r e e t y o u m y b r o t h e r i n t h e n a m e o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . I ' m s o r r y f o r t a k i n g t o o l o n g w i t h o u t

r e s p o n d i n g . I h a v e b e e n e n c o u n t e r i n g q u i t e a n u m b e r o f p r o b l e m s s i n c e S e p t e m b e r a n d I a m s t i l l p r a y i n g
to my God to intervene.

S o o n a f t e r a s u c c e s s f u l c a m p m e e t i n g h e l d f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n o u r c o u n t r y , I t h e n r e s o r t e d t o v i s i t o u r
b r e t h r e n i n _ _ _ _ o n m y m i s s i o n t o e d i f y t h e c h u r c h . A s I w a s t h e r e , I t h o u g h t t h e b e s t i d e a t o d i s c u s s
s o m e o f t h e i s s u e s t h a t w e r e c o n c e r n i n g m e m o s t , t h a t i s t h e n a m e i s s u e a n d c h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n . I h a d
t h e h o p e o f h a v i n g a f r e e d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e m a n d h a d n o t a t a l l e x p e c t e d t h a t t h i s i s s u e w o u l d s e p e r a t e
u s u p u n t i l t o d a y . B r o t h e r a n d s i s t e r S h u m b a w e r e p r e j u d i c e d t o h e a r s u c h m a t t e r s c o m i n g t o t h e m a g a i n .
I was ordered to come in the open concerning the position I was taking.

I , h o w e v e r , r e q u e s t e d t o t h e m t o g i v e m e a t l e a s t a m o n t h t o v e r i f y m y p o s i t i o n a n d i n O c t o b e r I t h e n
g a v e t h e m m y p o s i t i o n t h r o u g h e - m a i l . I a m r e a l l y d i s t u r b e d b y t h e p o s i t i o n m y b r e t h r e n t o o k . T h a t s a m e
t i m e I w e n t a r o u n d s o m e o f o u r b r e t h r e n i n _ _ _ _ a n d _ _ _ _ t r y i n g t o a r o u s e t h e m t o t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f
o b s e r v i n g G o s p e l O r d e r . E s p e c i a l l y i n _ _ _ _ w h e r e I h a d a n a l l n i g h t s t u d y i n S e p t e m b e r a n d o f w h i c h
m e e t i n g w a s a t t e n d e d b y 8 S D A R M m e m b e r s a n d a w e e k o f r e v i v a l i n t h e c a p i t a l t o [ a ] z e a l o u s s i s t e r .
I h a v e s t e a d f a s t l y m a i n t a i n e d m y d u t y , h o w e v e r s o m e b o o k l e t s ( T h e A b o m i n a t i o n o f D e s o l a t i o n ) w a s
d e s t r o y e d i n t h e o p e n a s a w a y o f s h o w i n g t h e i r r e j e c t i o n o f t h e m e s s a g e b y a c l a s s o f S D A s a n d S K A s .

M y b r o t h e r I a m c u r r e n t l y e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e m o s t b i t t e r t i m e s i n t h i s w o r k . T h i n g s h a v e j u s t f a l l e n a p a r t
f o r m e a n d m y h o u s e h o l d a n d a m o n l y f o u n d a t t h e m e r c y o f a f e w b r e t h r e n r e m a i n i n g a t m y s i d e . I n e e d
all the support possible so that the cause of the Lord may prosper here in Zimbabwe.

B u t , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , I a m t h r i l l e d t o h e a r t h a t o u r f e l l o w b r e t h r e n o f N a m i b i a a r e p r o s p e r i n g u n d e r
G o s p e l O r d e r a n d I w i s h i f t h e L o r d w o u l d e n a b l e m e t o a t t e n d t h e i r l a u n c h i n g o f t h e o f f i c e a s w e l l a s t h e i r
e n v i s a g e d m e e t i n g o n t h e 2 9 t h o f D e c e m b e r t h i s y e a r . M a y t h e L o r d l e a d H i s p e o p l e i n t h i s f i n a l w o r k t h a t
it may close in a glorious manner, is my prayer....

I t s s a d t o h e a r t h a t y o u a r e r e c e i v i n g l e s s a n d l e s s d o n a t i o n s a t t h e t i m e w h e n t h e c a u s e o f L o r d i s n o t
t o s u f f e r f o r l a c k o f m e a n s . I h a v e n o t c e a s e d t o p l e a d t o t h e L o r d t o s u s t a i n H i s w o r k a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e
t o d o s o . H o w e v e r i t a p p e a r s t h e L o r d i s p e r m i t t i n g t h i s s h o r t a g e f o r a p u r p o s e . H e k n o w s b e t t e r t h a n u s .
I t i s a l s o H i s w i l l t h a t t h i s G o s p e l o f t h e K i n g d o m s h o u l d b e p r e a c h e d t o a l l t h e n a t i o n s t h a t t h e e n d s h o u l d
c o m e . I h o p e H e w i l l b e w i t h u s a n d w i l l s u p p l y s u f f i c i e n t r e s o u r c e s f o r t h e w o r k . O t h e r w i s e c o n t i n u e t o
r e m e m b e r m e a n d t h e w o r k i n Z i m b a b w e . T h i s i s a l s o c o m i n g a t a t i m e w h e n I h a v e b e e n d e s e r t e d b y
most of my fellow brethren due to name issue.

May God richily bless you in all areas as we prepare [for] His coming.
Yours brother in Christ, B.N., Zimbabwe, South Africa.


